CHERRY HILLS VILLAGE

2450 E. Quincy Avenue
Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
www.cherryhillsvillage.com

COLORADO

City Hall
Telephone 303-789-2541
FAX 303-761-9386

Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission Agenda
Thursday, June 9, 2022 at 5:30 p.m.

This meeting will be held in-person at City Hall with no electronic participation.

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call of Members
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Audience Participation Period (limit 5 minutes per speaker)
5. Consent Agenda
a. Approval of Minutes – May 12th, 2022
6. Unfinished Business
a. Trail Renaming Project – Staff Presentation
7. New Business
a. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair
b. Potential Ballot Issue Presentation (Sales Tax) – Mayor Russell Stewart
8. Reports
a. Chair
b. Commissioners
c. Staff
i. Quincy Farm
ii. High Line Canal Stormwater Study
iii. Movie Night
iv. John Meade Park - events & reservations
v. Tree Preservation Study Session
vi. No Motorized Vehicles Signs
9. Adjournment

Notice:

Agenda is subject to change.
If you will need special assistance in order to attend any of the City’s public meetings, please notify the City of Cherry Hills Village at 303-789-2541, 72 hours in
advance.

Minutes of the
Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission of the
City of Cherry Hills Village, Colorado
Held on Thursday, May 12, 2022, at 5:30 p.m.
PARKS, TRAILS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
Vice-Chair Tory Leviton called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Vice-Chair Tory Leviton, Commissioners Fred Wolfe, Kate Murphy and Chelsea Scott.
Also present were Emily Black, Parks and Recreation Coordinator, Jeff Roberts, Parks
Operations Supervisor and Pamela Broyles, Administrative Assistant.
Commissioner Rob Eber joined the meeting at 5:58 p.m.
Absent: Chair Stephanie Dahl, Commissioner Aron Grodinsky
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The PTRC conducted the Pledge of Allegiance.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Howard Sherr
210 Summit Boulevard
Mr. Sherr shared that he has a passion for cycling. He pointed out the increased
popularity in cycling including an increase in children riding their bikes to and from
school and people commuting on bikes. He noted that there is not one dedicated bike
trail in the Village and he believes the Village can do more for bike safety. He said the
major trail is the Quincy multi-use trail that is not fun to ride on and is not safe from a
cyclist’s standpoint. He said he has been harassed when riding his bike on the road and
he is requesting that a sign be installed “Share the Road” as there is not one sign in the
Village. Mr. Sherr noted that the aspects of cycling have changed in that they are going
faster and going farther and there is more expertise on how to develop a bike trail. He
shared the following comments for the Quincy Trail:
•
•
•

The dip for stormwater in front of Kent Denver School should be covered with a
grate
Install a sign at the High Line Canal crossing stating that cyclists can take the full
lane
The trail is on the wrong side of the street because the shade creates ice buildup
and more maintenance.
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•
•
•

It is difficult to get from the southeast section of trail on Quincy to the northwest
section at the University Boulevard intersection
Form a subcommittee for the Master Plan study to look at the multiuse trails in
the Village from a cyclist’s standpoint
Hire an engineer who is a specialist in the area to critique and come up with
suggestions

Commissioner Wolfe suggested that Mr. Sherr present some specifics such as
photographs, maps and designs. He believes the City is more likely to respond to
concerns if there is credibility in numbers versus one individual. He said it would be
helpful to determine how many cyclists are using Quincy on business days versus
Saturday and Sunday.
Commissioner Murphy said other cities have dedicated a cycling lane within the street
using dotted lines and suggested this is something that could be done on Quincy.
Coordinator Black pointed out that one of the questions in the Master Plan survey was
asking the public what types of trails they are most comfortable with including cyclists.
CONSENT AGENDA
Commissioner Chelsea Scott moved, seconded by Commissioner Fred Wolfe to approve
the following items on the Consent Agenda:
a.

Approval of Minutes – April 14, 2022

The motion passed unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a.

Master Plan Update – Presentation by Paul Workman, Planning Manager

Planning Manager Paul Workman provided an update on the Master Planning process.
He noted that the Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z) is in charge of the Master
Plan process and they have chosen several tools for input including open houses, surveys,
the Citizen Advisory Task Force (CAT), and a technical advisory group.
Mr. Workman outlined some of the highlights based on results from the survey:
•
•
•
•
•

Support for tree and tree canopy preservation.
Preserving views from public streets, parks, trails and open space
Support for enhancements for trail users such as more stop signs, enhanced
crossings and design modifications to trails to make them safer including more
separation
Natural separation boundaries for trails were preferred as opposed to a manicured
landscaped separation
Majority of residents are not in favor of a universal speed limit in the Village
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•

Underground utilities using the existing 1% funds as opposed to a new tax or
taking money from the general fund

Mr. Workman showed a slide comparing the 2008 Master Plan outline to the proposed
2022 Master Plan and stressed that the new plan is an update to the existing plan. He
described the hierarchy of the plan as having a planning vision and within each individual
chapter there are principles, goals, and actions.
The Commission asked if increasing cell service is a goal in the new Master Plan.
Mr. Workman responded that the topic was discussed but the City installing towers was
not a popular option. The consensus was more for letting the market dictate and provide
incentives. He explained that the cell companies have reported that the City’s population
density is low and they can get bigger returns in other parts of the metro area. He said
until there is different technology it will be difficult to entice cell providers into the
Village and the feedback from the survey is that there are other ways to use City funds.
Commissioner Eber clarified that it is not that the City does not care about cell service
but it may not be government’s primary responsibility to use City funds to provide cell
service for the Community versus the private business community responding to a need.
The Commission voiced their disappointment with the lack of cell service and questioned
what it is going to take to get a cell tower to address this issue.
Coordinator Black noted that City Council did meet with a company that constructs the
towers and held a study session. She said she will send Commission members the
information that was discussed. She recommended that Commission members reach out
to their City Council members for further discussion.
Mr. Workman reported that the following three chapters are ready for consumption:
•
•
•

Community Character
Parks, Trails and Open Space
Preservation of open space, trails, and scenic views

Mr. Workman reported on the next steps:
• Planning and Zoning will have a study session at its next meeting
• CAT will meet in July
• Final round of Community input in September
Mr. Workman reported that the results from the second survey are on the City’s website
or at chvillagevision.com.
Commissioner Eber reported that CAT is working on goals and action items and he
encouraged PTRC to provide comments to Mr. Workman. He said the goal is to present
the draft Master Plan to City Council in late fall.
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Commissioner Wolfe asked if there are policies in place to make sure that the tree cutting
that happened at the corner of Quincy and Franklin will never happen again.
Mr. Workman responded that it is ultimately up to City Council whether they want to
change the current Tree Preservation Ordinance. He confirmed that there is a study
session scheduled for this summer with City Council on the proposed Tree Preservation
Ordinance.
Coordinator Black will inform the Commission when the study session is scheduled.
Commissioner Eber encouraged the Commission to attend the City Council study session
if they want to see changes to the Tree Preservation Ordinance.
Commissioner Wolfe asserted that the language needs to be changed to specify that trees
can only be removed within the footprint of the new home or the setbacks within 30 days
of breaking ground on the home.
Commissioner Wolfe also expressed concern about two properties in the Village that are
completely overgrown that have been reported to code enforcement with no action. He
said neighbors are concerned why property owners are not being required to clean their
property as it is a code violation.
Mr. Workman responded that it is a code enforcement issue.
NEW BUSINESS
There was nothing to report.
REPORTS
a.

Chair Report

There was nothing to report.
b.

Commissioners

Vice-Chair Leviton shared that he will be a contestant on Jeopardy and it will air on June
20th.
c.

Staff Report
i.

Quincy Farm

Coordinator Black reported that staff met with the Cherry Hills Land Preserve and they
are working on the annual plan for 2023. She shared that the Land Preserve has
scheduled several events that can be viewed at quincyfarm.org.
Parks & Trails Commission
05/12/2022

-4-

ii.

High Line Canal Stormwater Study

Coordinator Black reported that staff met with Icon Engineering and they will give a
preliminary report to PTRC in August about stormwater in the High Line Canal.
iii.

John Meade Park Permanent Sculpture

Coordinator Black reported that the John Meade Park sculpture is currently paused as the
Art Commission will not meet again until the end of June.
iv.

John Meade Park Reading Garden

Coordinator Black announced that the Ralph Mason Reading Garden in John Meade Park
is complete. She said a plaque has been ordered and will be installed in the near future.
v.

Movie Night

Coordinator Black reported that the Annual Outdoor Movie Night event is scheduled for
Saturday, August 20th and staff is considering a throwback movie.
Ms. Black announced that John Meade Park is being heavily used for events.
The Commission discussed the event permitting process for John Meade Park and
cleanup responsibilities.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for June 9th at 5:30
p.m.
____________________________
Vice-Chair Tory Leviton
____________________________
Emily Black
Parks and Recreation Coordinator
____________________________
Pamela Broyles
Administrative Assistant
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ITEM: 6a

MEMORANDUM
TO:

MEMBERS OF THE PARKS, TRAILS, AND RECREATON COMMISSION

FROM:

EMILY BLACK, PARKS AND RECREATION COORDINATOR
JEFF ROBERTS, PARKS OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR

SUBJECT: TRAIL RENAMING PROJECT
DATE:

JUNE 9, 2022

ISSUE
Considering the next phase of the City’s trail re-naming project.
DISCUSSION
PTRC started the trail renaming project in 2019-2020 with the newly signed Village Trail,
replacing the existing numbered trail signs with names that spanned longer sections of trails.
This project was paused during the pandemic as trail use (and associated maintenance) increased
significantly, but is now underway once again. Commissioner Fred Wolfe has planned a series of
connections and loops, reviewed by PTRC at the February meeting; these are included in the
attached map (Exhibit B). Staff has compiled a list of suggested names for shorter and dead-end
trails to bring the project to completion (Exhibit A).
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff requests that PTRC provide feedback on the staff suggestions in Exhibit A. No motion is
necessary for this item.
EXHIBITS
Exhibit A: List of Suggested Trail Names by Number
Exhibit B: Map of new names approved by PTRC
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Exhibit A
List of Suggested Trail Names by Number

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1947 – Rabbit Run Trail
1451 – Lafayette Trail
4418 – Radcliffe Trail
4618 – Tufts Trail
2049 – Little Dry Creek Trail
4620 and 2045 – Vine Way Trail
4520, 2043, 4420, 4322 – Cherrymoor Trail
4422 – Owl Trail
3710 and 1337 – Kenyon Trail
3539 – Meadow Trail
3930 – Sunrise Trail
3745 – Monroe Trail
Dahlia Hollow Park – Dahlia Hollow Trail
4956 – Turkey Trail
5351 – Walden Trail
5449 – Calamity Trail
4449 south of 5044 – Birch Trail
4844 – Albion Trail
(Unshown on map, trail between E. Stanford Ave. gap) – Stanford Trail
(Unshown on map, 5049 now connects south to Belleview) – Feather Trail
2643 – Dolphin Trail

Exhibit B

Village Trail
Holly Trail
Glenmoor Trail
Pheasant Ridge Trail
Cherry Trail
Oxford Trail
Woodie Hollow Trail
Buell Lake Trail
Academy Trail
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ITEM: 7a

MEMORANDUM
TO:

MEMBERS OF THE PARKS, TRAILS, AND RECREATON COMMISSION

FROM:

EMILY BLACK, PARKS AND RECREATION COORDINATOR

SUBJECT: ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR
DATE:

JUNE 9, 2022

ISSUE

Electing a Chair and Vice-Chair for the Parks, Trails, and Recreation Commission.

DISCUSSION
The Rules of Procedure for the Parks, Trails, and Recreation Commission provide direction for
the election of Chair and Vice Chair at the first regular meeting following the third Tuesday of
May. The relevant section of the rules is copied below, and the full Rules of Procedure are
attached for reference as Exhibit A.
Since Ms. Dahl has served as Chair for two successive years, she is not eligible to be re-elected
Chair at this time. Members cannot serve in the same office for more than 24 months, per the
Rules of Procedure (excerpt below). Mr. Leviton has served as Vice Chair for one year, and he is
therefore eligible to be re-elected as Vice Chair. Commissioners do not need to be present at the
meeting to be elected to a position.
Excerpt from PTRC Rules of Procedure:
“Article V. Officers
a) The members of the Commission shall annually elect from their membership a Chair and
a Vice Chair. The election of a Chair and Vice Chair shall be held at the first regular
meeting following the third Tuesday of May. No member of the Board shall hold the
same office for more than two successive years (24 months).
b) Upon nomination and second by any Commission member, a nomination for Chair shall
be considered. A majority voice vote of members present and constituting a quorum
shall be required to elect a Chair. If the prevailing candidate is present and does not
decline, the new Chair will assume office immediately. The same procedure will be
utilized in the election of the Vice Chair.
1

c) In the election of officers, each Commission member shall be entitled to only one vote.
There shall be no proxy voting.”
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Commission elect the positions of Chair and Vice Chair according to
the Rules of Procedure.
ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A: Rules of Procedure of the City of Cherry Hills Village Parks, Trails, and Recreation
Commission - Adopted October 3, 2006; Amended December 12, 2018
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Exhibit A
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF
THE CITY OF CHERRY HILLS VILLAGE
PARKS, TRAILS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Adopted October 3, 2006
Amended December 12, 2018
Article I.

Adoption and Amendment of Rules
These Rules are adopted in accordance with Section 2-8-30(c) of the Municipal
Code and shall govern the procedures of the Parks, Trails and Recreation
Commission. These Rules may only be amended upon adoption and approval of
the City Council in accordance with Section 2-8-30(c) of the Municipal Code.

Article II.

Name of the Commission
The name of the Commission shall be the Parks, Trails and Recreation
Commission.

Article III.

Purpose of the Commission
a) The Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission has been established
to advise City Council on matters related to parks, trails, recreation
and open space within the community. The Commission shall meet at
the direction of City Council for the following specific reasons:
(1) To make recommendations with the purpose of improving and
maintaining the City's park and open space system consistent
with the provisions of Chapter 11, Article III of the Code;
(2) To evaluate and make recommendations concerning the
acquisition of additional trails, trail connections, pocket parks,
wildlife refuge areas, protected view areas, open space parks
and recreational parks;
(3) To make recommendations with the purpose of protecting and
maintaining the streams and water features that exist in the
City;
(4) To review and make recommendations on the Recreation
Reimbursement Program to meet the recreation needs of the
community;
(5) To make recommendations to the Planning and Zoning
Commission concerning the adoption of that portion of a
Master Plan concerning park and trail development;
(6) To recommend annual budget priorities to the City Council for
capital projects related to parks, trails, open space and
recreation;
(7) To develop and recommend an annual recreation and event
program and budget to the City Council; and
(8) To recommend long-range financing plans for open space
acquisition;
b) The Commission shall meet in accordance with the provisions of the
Municipal Code to:
(1) Review and make comments and recommendations on
preliminary plat subdivision development applications
concerning the dedication of land, in accordance with Chapter
17 of this Code; and
(2) Act in accordance with any other duties as required by other
provisions of this Code as enacted by the City Council from
time to time.
c) In addition, the Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission shall have
such other duties as assigned by the City Council, by motion, from
time to time.
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Article IV.

Membership and Terms
a) The Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission shall consist of seven
(7) members: one (1) from each Council district; and one (1)
member appointed by the City Council on an at-large basis;
provided, however, that if the City Council is not reasonably able to
appoint one (1) member from each Council district, the City Council
may appoint one (1) or more members of the Commission on an atlarge basis. Each member shall have one (1) vote.
b) On the date of appointment, each member shall be a resident of the
City for at least three (3) years immediately preceding the date of
appointment. Each member shall be a resident of the district on the
date of appointment and throughout his or her term of office. Each
member shall be appointed by the City Council. The term of each
member shall be three (3) years, and the terms shall be staggered.
c) Terms of office shall expire on the third Tuesday of May in each
respective year.

Article V.

Officers
a) The members of the Commission shall annually elect from their
membership a Chair and a Vice Chair. The election of a Chair and
Vice Chair shall be held at the first regular meeting following the
third Tuesday of May. No member of the Board shall hold the same
office for more than two successive years (24 months).
b) Upon nomination and second by any Commission member, a
nomination for Chair shall be considered. A majority voice vote of
members present and constituting a quorum shall be required to
elect a Chair. If the prevailing candidate is present and does not
decline, the new Chair will assume office immediately. The same
procedure will be utilized in the election of the Vice Chair.
c) In the election of officers, each Commission member shall be
entitled to only one vote. There shall be no proxy voting.
d) In the event that the duly-elected Chair becomes unable to complete
their term of office, the Vice Chair shall automatically assume the
position of Chair until the completion of the term, and a new Vice
Chair shall be elected at the next regular meeting in accordance with
the provisions of these Rules. In the event that the Vice Chair is
unable to complete the term, an election shall be held at the next
regular meeting to fill the vacancy. Said election shall be in
accordance with the provisions of these Rules.
If neither the Chair nor the Vice Chair is present, any member in
attendance shall call the meeting to order, and the Commission shall
immediately elect by majority vote of members present and
constituting a quorum a Chair Pro-Tem to preside at the meeting.
The entrance of the Chair or Vice Chair terminates such office.

Article VI.

Duties of Officers
Chair: It is the responsibility of the Chair to conduct formal Parks, Trails
and Recreation Commission meetings in accordance with accepted
principles of decorum, applicable laws of the State of Colorado including
the Colorado Open Meetings Law and City of Cherry Hills Village, and the
rules of order adopted in these Rules. The Chair shall be a voting
member of the Commission and is accorded the same rights and
privileges accorded other members of the Commission.
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Vice Chair: In the event that the Chair is temporarily unable to act due to
the absence from the City, illness, conflict of interest in any matter coming
before the Commission, or any other cause, the Vice Chair shall act in the
Chair’s place. In this instance, the Vice Chair shall be accorded the same
privileges and responsibilities as the Chair.
Article VII.

Compensation
Members of the Commission shall receive no compensation.
Commissioners may be reimbursed for pre-authorized expenses incurred
in the discharge of their duties upon submission of a proper claim to the
Parks and Recreation Coordinator.

Article VIII. Quorum and Voting Requirements
A quorum of the Commission shall be present in order to conduct any
meeting of the Commission. A quorum shall consist of four (4) members.
Any recommendation or other official action of the Commission shall
require the affirmative vote of a majority of the Commission members
present, voting, and constituting a quorum.
Article IX.

Removal of Members
The members of the Commission shall be subject to removal by action of
the City Council. The Council shall make appointments to fill vacancies
for unexpired terms. Any member of the Commission absent for three
consecutive regular meetings or four regular meetings during a calendar
year without being excused by the Commission may be removed by City
Council.

Article X.

Meetings
Regular meetings will be held once a month in the City Council chambers
or such other location as agreed by the Commission members. The
meeting night shall be the 2nd Thursday of every month at 5:30 p.m. or at
such other time as approved by unanimous vote of the entire Commission.
Meetings may be cancelled if there are no agenda items. In the event of a
conflict with holidays or other events, the Chair may change the date with
proper notice. All meetings shall be open to the public.

Article XI.

Correspondence
The agenda for each meeting of the Commission shall be set by the City
Manager or their designee. Commission members shall receive an
agenda and packet of corresponding materials no later than the Monday
prior to a regularly scheduled meeting.

Article XII.

Conduct of Meetings
The Commission shall conduct meetings in a manner it deems efficient,
and at each regularly scheduled meeting:
a) The Chair shall call the meeting to order and determine whether a
quorum exists.
b) Minutes of the previous meeting shall be reviewed, and may be
adopted as written, or corrected, by a majority vote of the
Commission members. Staff will provide a copy of the minutes to be
approved in agenda packets.
c) The Chair shall conduct the business as presented on the agenda.
d) Audience Participation:
1) The Chair shall request that any member of the public who
wishes to speak identify themselves and provide complete
addresses.
2) The Chair shall allow any member of the public adequate
opportunity to be heard on any issue within the
Commission’s jurisdiction and charge. The Chair in its
discretion may limit the time allowed for discussion.
3

3) After presentation by any member of the public, the
Commission may vote to make a recommendation to the
City Council, make no recommendation to City Council, or
to conduct further investigation on any proposed
recommendation.
e) Staff may make a recommendation concerning any matter coming
before the Commission.
f) Conflicts of Interest:
1) Any Commission member, who actually or potentially has a
conflict of interest concerning any recommendation before
the Commission or whose participation would otherwise
violate the appearance of fairness, shall disqualify himself
or herself from voting or participating in the discussion and
in any motion concerning such recommendation. When a
Commission member has been so disqualified, the
member shall neither sit on nor preside over the
Commission during the discussion and voting on the
matter.
2) A potential conflict of interest or violation of the appearance
of fairness exists when a Commission member has a direct
or indirect interest in any business or undertaking which
may be directly and substantially affected to its economic
benefit or detriment by a decision to be made by the
Commission; provided, however, that no benefit or
detriment that is common to that of the general public shall
constitute a conflict of interest or violation of the
appearance of fairness for purposes of this Article.
g) Any question or issue regarding the proper procedure for
conducting business at any Parks, Trails and Recreation
Commission meeting which is not resolved by the foregoing Rules
of Procedure of the City of Cherry Hills Village Parks, Trails, and
Recreation Commission shall be resolved by reference to the
relevant portions of Robert's Rules of Order.
h) Subcommittees are created via the vote of the Commission.
i) Public Hearings shall be conducted in accordance with the City
Council Rules of Procedure.
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ITEM: 7b

MEMORANDUM
TO:

MEMBERS OF THE PARKS, TRAILS, AND RECREATION COMMISSION

FROM:

EMILY BLACK, PARKS AND RECREATION COORDINATOR

SUBJECT: REMOTE SELLERS/INTERNET SALES TAX POTENTIAL BALLOT ISSUE
DATE:

JUNE 9, 2022

DISCUSSION
Mayor Russell Stewart will attend the meeting to present this item. The City is considering a
ballot issue for the November 2022 election that would ask voters to update the language in the
City Code as it relates to sales tax collection on sales of items delivered into the Village by
businesses that are not physically located in the Village, including sales by online vendors. The
City Code contains outdated wording that can be construed to limit the City’s ability to collect
sales tax on purchases from vendors that do not have a “place of business” in the Village,
including vendors that make retail sales via the internet.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
This item is informational only.
RECOMMENDED MOTION
None
EXHIBITS
Exhibit A: Remote Sellers/Internet Sales Tax Frequently Asked Questions
Exhibit B: Remote Sellers/Internet Sales Tax Presentation
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Exhibit A
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Remote Sellers/Internet Sales Tax
Frequently Asked Questions
1. What is the issue Cherry Hills Village is considering putting on the ballot? What
problem are we trying to fix?
The City is considering a ballot issue that would ask voters to update the language in the
City Code as it relates to sales tax collection on sales of items delivered into the Village
by businesses that are not physically located in the Village, including sales by online
vendors. The City Code contains outdated wording that can be construed to limit the
City’s ability to collect sales tax on purchases from vendors that do not have a “place of
business” in the Village, including vendors that make retail sales via the internet.
Many internet companies are currently collecting local sales tax from Cherry Hills
Village residents and remitting it to the City each month. The City would like to update
the language in the City Code to modernize its collection of sales tax to include items
delivered into the City by businesses that are not physically located in the City.
2. What will happen in the future if the City does not change the wording in the City
Code?
The current language of the City Code could be the subject of legal challenge, which, if
successful, could have profound adverse fiscal consequences for Cherry Hills Village.
Should the City stop receiving sales tax remittances from remote vendors delivering
purchases into the City, it will cost the City a minimum of $1.2-million per year in
revenue, or about 13% of our actual collected revenue.
The City is required to have a balanced budget each year, so without this revenue, levels
of service from the City will need to be reduced. This could affect police, roads, and
transportation. More specifically, it could impact staffing levels and the amount spent on
road maintenance.
If the City must tell vendors not to send us the tax revenue, some will continue to do so
rather than creating special procedures to accommodate Cherry Hills Village. In that case,
the City may incur additional expenditures to manage the process of returning that
money.
3. Does this mean we should not be paying sales tax on internet purchases now?
•

As mentioned above, the current language is outdated due to changes in how business is
done and changes in the law. In 2018, the Supreme Court ruled in Wayfair v. South
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COLORADO

Dakota that a business may be required to collect local sales tax on retail transactions
even if that business does not have a physical presence in the local jurisdiction if certain
minimal requirements are met. Both the State of Colorado and virtually all the home rule
municipalities in our state are already doing this under the language in their current
codes. We want to revise the language in our City Code to modernize the City’s ability to
collect local sales tax from remote vendors consistent with marketplace realities and
current law.
4. Would the ballot issue increase the City’s sales tax rate?
The City Sales Tax rate will remain at 3.5%.
5. The internet has been around for a long time and the City has been receiving
internet sales tax revenue for several years. Why is this issue coming forward now?
Since 2015, the City has provided information to citizens about this issue and provided a
letter they can show remote vendors to let them know not to collect sales tax on their
transaction. We also informed citizens about how they can receive refunds for sales tax
collected on internet purchases and we have spoken with remote vendors, such as
Amazon, about our City Code.
City Council and City staff have been discussing this issue recently and felt that it was
time to update the City Code to provide clarification that complies with current law.
6. Why is this issue going on the ballot? It sounds more like a legal issue.
Even though this would not increase the City’s sales tax rate, The Tax Payers’ Bill of
Rights (TABOR), which is part of the Colorado state constitution, requires voter approval
for tax policy changes that increase revenue.
7. When I look at different internet purchases, I see different sales tax rates. Why is
that?
This points to the current confusion that exists amongst remote vendors conducting
business in the City. The proposed change should alleviate that confusion and create
consistency in what is owed to us.
8. The City has been receiving revenue from remote vendors already. What has the
money been used for?
We currently utilize the money we are receiving from remote vendors for government
administration and operations, such as police, personnel, capital projects, and road
maintenance.
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Exhibit B

Cherry Hills Village
Remote Sellers/Internet Sales Tax
Ballot Issue

Overview
• What is the issue being considered?
• What will happen if we don’t make this change?
• Does this mean we should not be paying sales tax on internet purchases now?

• If it passes, will it increase the City’s sale tax rate?
• Why now?

Issue Being Considered
• Ask voters to update the language in the City
Code, as it relates to sales tax collection on
sales of items delivered into the Village by
remote sellers and online vendors.
• The City Code contains outdated wording
that can be construed to limit the City’s
ability to collect these taxes.

• Many internet companies are currently
collecting local sales tax and remitting it
to the City each month.
• The City would like to update the
language in the City Code to modernize
its collection of sales tax from remote
sellers.

Potential Consequences
• Could be subject to legal challenge.
• If a legal challenge was successful, it would
cost the City $1.2 million per year in revenue,
or about 13% of the actual collected revenue.
• Could incur additional expenses to manage the
process of returning money to residents.

• The City is required to have a balanced budget each year, so without this revenue,
levels of service from the City will need to be reduced. This could affect police,
roads, and transportation, including staffing levels and the amount spent on road
maintenance.

Should we not be paying it now?
• In 2018, the Supreme Court ruled that a
business may be required to collect local
sales tax on retail transactions even if that
business does not have a physical presence
in the local jurisdiction.
• Both the State of Colorado and virtually all
other home rule municipalities are already
doing this under the language in their
current codes.

Will it increase the tax rate?

The City’s sales tax rate
will remain at 3.5%.

Why now?
• Since 2015, the City has:
• Provided information to citizens about this issue and provided a letter they can show remote
vendors.
• Informed citizens about how they can receive refunds for sales tax collected on internet
purchases.
• Spoke with remote vendors, such as Amazon, about our City Code.

• Feel it’s time to update the City Code to provide clarification that complies with
current law and avoid budget problems in the future.

Questions?
Information on City Website:
https://www.cherryhillsvillage.com/560/Potential-Ballot-Measure

