2017 RULES

for outdoor
Water use

D

enver Water wants to remind
residents that water is a
limited resource in Colorado’s
dry climate. Using water wisely not
only saves money, but it is the right
thing to do. Denver Water’s watering
rules are enforced beginning May 1st
through October 1st so please use only
what you need. At this time, Denver
Water has not implemented assigned
watering days, but they ask that
residents refrain from watering any
specific zone more than three days a
week. By following the chart below, it
will maximize the watering efficiency
based on the type of nozzle that is used.
The following rules are mandatory
and repeat offenders may be fined by
Denver Water Enforcement Officers.
 Water during cooler times of the day
– lawn watering is NOT allowed
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
 Water no more than three days per
week.
 Do not allow water to pool in gutters,
streets and alleys.
 Do not waste water by letting it spray
on concrete and asphalt.
 Repair leaking sprinkler systems
within 10 days.
 Do not irrigate while it is raining or
during high winds.
 Use a hose nozzle with a shut-off
valve when washing your car.
Denver Water does allow exceptions
for customers with newly planted seed
or sod. These customers may water new
turf as necessary for up to 21 days with

Minutes to water per zone (for lawns, based on three days per week*)
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sprinklers

Water trees and shrubs as needed.
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Oct-Dec

Water trees and shrubs as needed.

an approved water exemption. After 21
days, routine watering is limited to no
more than three days per week and is not
allowed between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. In
order to receive a watering exemption,
the newly landscaped area must be 250
square feet or greater. To submit your
request for the watering exemption,
please call (303) 893-2444 or email
customercare@denverwater.org.
Finally, Denver Water understands
that many residents have planted
vegetable and ﬂower gardens. If these
gardens are grown correctly, they can use
water efficiently and consume about the
same or less water than a similar-sized
plot of grass. Please see the answers to
some frequently asked questions related
to vegetable and ﬂower garden watering
rules and/or guidelines:

What’s the best way to water a
vegetable or ﬂower garden?

Vegetable and ﬂowers can grow in an
efficient manner if they are irrigated

properly. We suggest watering your
garden by hand to ensure water goes only
into the soil where the plant roots can
use it. It is a good idea to check your soil
moisture by using a small trowel prior to
watering.

does denver Water limit the
number of days I can water my
vegetable or ﬂower garden?

No. While Denver Water asks that you
water your lawn no more than three times
per week, they do not restrict the number
of days you can water your vegetable or
ﬂower garden. Vegetables do not need
more water than grass, but they need
water deeper because they can have
deeper roots.

does denver Water limit the
time of day I can water my
vegetable or ﬂower garden?

No. Denver Water does not allow
residents to water their lawns between
10 a.m. and 6 p.m., when the daytime
heat causes spray irrigation to evaporate.
When vegetable and ﬂower gardens are
watered by hand or with drip systems,
evaporation isn’t as problematic. Still,
cool mornings are the best time to water
your vegetable garden. You’ll use less
water and the plants will be ready for a
day in the sunshine.
for more conservation tips related to
outdoor lawn, tree and garden care,
you can visit www.denverwater.org/
conservation/tipstools/outdoor/
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