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MAYOR
MUSINGS

I

do not want to be an
alarmist, well then
again perhaps I do.
Thanks to the vigilance
of Councilmember Katy
Brown, Council learned
that the fAA is redesigning
the flight paths for both Denver
International and Centennial Airports
again. The fAA conducted public
meetings throughout the Denver Region
and assured folks that the new flight paths
will be safer, quieter and that residents
will experience minimal changes. Instead
of planes approaching and leaving from
a wide spectrum of flight paths, new
technology shall direct them along a
select few and relatively narrow flight
path; hence the assurance by the fAA
that this new concept is quieter. It will
be quieter for the region because it will
concentrate the noise and disturbance
along narrower bands. for those who
will be living under the concentrated
flight paths however, assurances that it
will be quieter are not supported by any
demonstrated facts.
This new technology is also
designed to handle flights approaching
or departing one minute apart, twentyfour hours a day, seven days a week.
This will lessen the risk of planes flying
into each other’s flight paths, causing
the near misses that we sometimes see
reported in the news. Although no one
anticipates that air traffic will be that
heavy initially, it is a very real possibility
as our population grows and demand for
air travel expands.
Many parts of our region are
currently subjected to heavy air traffic.
Back in 2012, the fAA originally
implemented this new technology and
redesigned the flights paths, putting
Cherry Hills Village directly in arrival
and departure paths for both airports.
Those changes moved flight paths over
parts of our Village that had never been
subjected to concentrated air travel.
from the information that was
presented by the fAA, it is unclear
exactly where the new flight paths will
be, but the data that is currently available
provides reason to believe that one, if
not more, of the concentrated flight paths
may be directly over Cherry Hills Village.
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Councilor Brown, who serves as our
representative on the Centennial Airport
Round Table, has been unable to get the
FAA to clearly define the impact
of these new flight paths on
Cherry Hills Village.
Please understand
that I am not opposed
to aviation. Also, I am
sensitive to the nIMBY
label, but I feel strongly
that it does not apply here.
none of us bought homes
knowing that they were in a
significant flight path nor next
to an airport. In fact, Centennial
Airport did not exist when Cherry Hills
Village was incorporated. Our efforts
to create a small semi-rural residential
community that has a high concentration
of parks, open space and schools may be
severely impacted if the fAA applies its
usual metrics of noise impact. This metric
averages aircraft noise over twenty-four
hours day and night (DnL). Thus, the
over flight noise is averaged with the
“quiet” between flights.
This is a complex issue with huge
impact on our community. The Village
is creating a page on the City website
which will provide updated information,
as we learn it. The webpage will also set
forth notice and action items for citizen
response. The initial public comment
deadline was June 5th; however the
environmental Process will continue
to have public input through 2018. The

Village has filed its objections to the
proposed flight paths with the FAA.
On another note, I would like to
draw attention to the efforts of the
land Preserve. It has been instrumental
in furthering the unique setting of
our community by emphasizing the
importance of open space and wildlife.
September 1st and 17th is the weekend
planned for their annual fundraiser.
This year, in addition to the barn party,
they will be conducting a tour of some of
our public trails, the jewels in the Village
crown. Please keep the weekend open
and support the efforts of your fellow
residents to maintain the unique setting
we all live in for us, our families and all
of our feathered and furry friends.
Respectfully submitted,
Laura Christman
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