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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Arapahoe County has been and will continue to be committed to a long-term strategy for reducing the 

risks of hazards. 

This plan will serve as a blueprint for coordinating and implementing hazard mitigation policies, 

programs, and projects in Arapahoe County.  It provides a list of mitigation goals, objectives, and related 

actions that may assist Arapahoe County and its municipalities in reducing risk and preventing loss from 

future hazard events.  The impacts of hazards can be lessened and sometimes avoided altogether if 

appropriate actions are taken before hazardous events occur.  By avoiding unnecessary exposure to 

known hazard risks, communities will save lives and property and minimize the social, economic, and 

environmental disruptions that commonly follow hazard events.  Arapahoe County and its municipalities 

agree that hazard mitigation makes sense. 

Some portions of Arapahoe County were developed long before the impacts of natural hazards were 

fully understood.  Therefore, sections of our community are vulnerable to flooding, severe storms, 

wildfire, earthquakes, and other hazards.  Working through the cycle of hazard mitigation can help 

ensure that those vulnerabilities will not increase over time.  Encouraging acquisition, relocation, or 

retrofitting of existing vulnerable structures, along with the protection of valuable natural resources, are 

steps that can be taken to further decrease those vulnerabilities. 

Communities face significant challenges during post-disaster redevelopment in balancing the immediate 

needs associated with rapid recovery with the implementation of long-term hazard mitigation 

strategies.  The necessity to meet basic needs and resettle displaced populations immediately following 

a disaster often overshadows the more abstract, longer-term sustainability considerations.  Once full-

scale reconstruction is initiated, it is difficult to modify projects in progress to meet sustainability 

objectives.  This trend highlights the need for pre-disaster mitigation planning that incorporates 

principles of sustainable development into the reconstruction context, so that communities can more 

easily rebuild in a manner that will make them less vulnerable to future hazard events while improving 

quality of life. 

It is imperative that local decision makers become and stay involved in this planning process to provide 

new ideas and insight for future updates to the Arapahoe County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Now 

that a mitigation strategy has been developed, it will remain a challenge and a goal for Arapahoe County 

to provide necessary updates as mitigation techniques are implemented.  It is critical that all local 

agencies, units of government, non-profit organizations, businesses and industries, and private citizens 

continue their involvement and dedication to hazard mitigation.   

It is our long-term goal that the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan and the mitigation strategies identified 

within will be fully integrated into daily decisions and routines of government and business.  This will 

continue to require dedication and hard work, and to this end, this Plan update continues efforts to 

further strengthen the sustainability of Arapahoe County.  
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CHAPTER 1: THE PLANNING PROCESS 

This section of the Plan describes the mitigation planning process undertaken by Arapahoe County and 

participating municipalities in the preparation of this Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan.  This chapter consists 

of the following subsections: 

¶ BACKGROUND 

¶ OVERVIEW OF HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING  

¶ LOCAL METHODOLOGY AND UPDATE PROCESS  

¶ THE PLANNING TEAM 

¶ PLANNING MEETINGS AND DOCUMENTATION 

¶ PUBLIC AND STAKEHOLDER PARTICIPATION 

¶ MULTI-JURISIDICTIONAL PLANNING AND 

PARTICIPATION 

¶ EXISTING PLANNING MECHANISMS 

¶ COMMUNITY PROFILE 

BACKGROUND 
Emergency Management is the discipline of identifying, managing, and avoiding risks.  It is a discipline 

that involves preparing for a disaster before it occurs, supporting those affected by the disaster, as well 

as rebuilding after the natural or human-caused disaster event.  Emergency Management is an ever 

changing process by which all individuals, groups, and communities attempt to manage hazards in an 

effort to avoid or reduce the impact of disasters.  One method to attempt to prevent hazards from 

developing into disasters all together is Hazard Mitigation Planning.  Hazard Mitigation Planning is a 

process to identify policies, capabilities, activities, and tools necessary to implement successful and 

sustainable mitigation actions. 

Why undertake mitigation planning?  Mitigation planning offers many benefits, including: 

¶ Saving lives and property 

¶ Saving money 

¶ Ensuring quick and effective recovery following disasters 

¶ Reducing future vulnerability through wise development and post-disaster recovery and 

reconstruction 

¶ Enhancing coordination within and across participating jurisdictions, 

¶ Expediting the receipt of pre-disaster and post-disaster grant funding, and  

¶ Demonstrating a firm commitment to improving community health and safety 

Typically, mitigation planning is described as having the potential to produce long-term and recurring 

benefits by breaking the repetitive cycle of disaster loss.  A core assumption of hazard mitigation is that 

pre-disaster investments will significantly reduce the demand for post-disaster assistance by lessening 

the need for emergency response, repair, recovery, and reconstruction.  Furthermore, mitigation 

Figure 1. The Emergency Management Cycle 
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practices will enable local residents, businesses, and industries to re-establish themselves in the wake of 

a disaster, getting the community economy back on track sooner and with less interruption. 

The benefits of mitigation planning go beyond reducing hazard vulnerability.  Measures such as the 

acquisition or regulation of land in known hazard areas can help achieve multiple community goals, such 

as preserving open space, improving water quality, maintaining environmental health, and enhancing 

recreational opportunities.  Thus, it is vitally important that any local mitigation planning process be 

integrated with other concurrent local planning efforts, and any proposed mitigation strategies must 

take into account other existing community goals or initiatives that will help complement or hinder their 

future implementation.  Arapahoe County and its municipalities have embraced this approach, 

identifying multiple opportunities to link the Plan with pre-existing programs, policies, plans, and 

initiatives. 

During the last two decades, the approach to the emergency management cycle has evolved 

considerably.  A renewed emphasis has been placed on planning for disasters before they occur as a 

complement to effective response and recovery.  As a result, hazard mitigation has gained increasing 

prominence as a critical part of emergency management.  By mitigating hazards through sustained 

action taken to reduce or eliminate the long-term risk to human life and property from hazards, risks can 

be proactively combated in a systematic manner, rather than being reacted to once they occur. 

This 2015 Plan is the result of continuing work by the citizens of the county to update a regional pre-

disaster multi-hazard mitigation plan that will not only continue to guide the county towards greater 

disaster resistance, but will also respect the character and needs of the community.  

PURPOSE 

Arapahoe County adopted the 2010 Denver Regional Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan in November, 2010. 

The 2010 Plan provided momentum for making homes, businesses, and communities as safe as possible 

against the impacts of floods, tornadoes, winter weather, and other natural hazards.  It also assessed 

the effectiveness of prior and current programs and activities in the region and identified shortfalls; 

mitigation measures were further developed to help reduce ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ exposure to emerging natural 

hazards. 

Arapahoe County has remained dedicated in continuing the work started in the 2010 Denver Regional 

Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan and has elected to develop a county-scale hazard mitigation plan. The 

purposes of the 2015 Arapahoe County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan are: 

¶ To protect life and property by reducing the potential for future damages and economic losses 
that result from natural hazards;  

¶ To qualify for additional grant funding, in both the pre-disaster and post-disaster environment;  

¶ To provide quick recovery and redevelopment following future disasters;  

¶ To integrate other existing and associated local planning documents;  

¶ To demonstrate a firm local commitment to hazard mitigation principles; and  

¶ To comply with state and federal legislative requirements tied to local hazard mitigation 
planning. 































































































































































http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/consumer/09952.html








































































































































































https://content.femadata.com/Region8/RiskMAP/States/Colorado/Projects/Arapahoe_County/










































http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/statistics.htm






























http://www.spc.noaa.gov/faq/tornado/f-scale.html




http://www.spc.noaa.gov/faq/tornado/ef-scale.html






























































































































































































http://www.stormready.noaa.gov/


https://eftp.mbakercorp.com/www.wildlandfirersg.org
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