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Minutes of the
City Council of the City of Cherry Hills Village, Colorado
Held on Tuesday, September 4, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
At the Joint Public Safety Facility
The City Council held a study session at 5:36 p.m.
Mayor Laura Christman called the meeting to order at 6:37 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Mayor Laura Christman, Councilors Randy Weil, Al Blum, Mike Gallagher, and Katy
Brown were present on roll call. Also present were City Manager Jim Thorsen, City
Attorney Linda Michow, Police Chief Michelle Tovrea, Finance Director Jessica Sager
and City Clerk Laura Gillespie.
Absent: Mayor Pro Tern Hoellen and Councilor Dan Sheldon
Mayor Christman noted that Mayor Pro Tern Hoellen was absent in order to deal with an
elderly parent and asked everyone's forgiveness for his absence.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Council conducted the pledge of allegiance.
CANDIDATE LOT DRAW
City Clerk Gillespie explained that the City had three contested positions for the
November 6, 2018 election - Mayor, District 2, and District 6 - and per state statute a
lot draw was used to determine the order of names on the ballot. Mike Gallagher would
run unopposed for District 4.
City Clerk Gillespie and City Attorney Michow conducted the Candidate Lot Draw
resulting in the following order of names: for Mayor, Russell Stewart was drawn first and
Laura Christman was drawn second; for District 2, Afshin Safavi was drawn first and
Earl Hoellen was drawn second; for District 6, Zachary Bishop was drawn first and Katy
Brown was drawn second.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION PERIOD
Ron Varos, 19 Cherry Hills Farm Drive, explained that traffic on Belleview was very
heavy and often backed up, making it very difficult to exit the Cherry Hills Farm
neighborhood. He asked if the City could help to get COOT to paint "do not cross" on
Belleview at the entrance to the neighborhood. He also asked the City about the status
of a guard house for the entrance to the neighborhood so that the guard would not have
to leave the neighborhood to use the bathroom. He noted that a recent bout of car thefts
had occurred while the guard was off-site using the bathroom. He added that he was
not representing the association or neighborhood and was asking as a homeowner and
resident.
CONSENT AGENDA
Councilor Brown moved, seconded by Councilor Blum to approve the following items on
the Consent Agenda:
a.
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The motion passed unanimously.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA
None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Permanent Sculpture for New City Hall
Director Sager explained that at the June 19, 2018 study session Council had discussed
a possible permanent sculpture for the new City Hall. The Cherry Hills Village Art
Commission (CHVAC) had subsequently discussed the Council's questions and
concerns at their next two meetings. She introduced the CHVAC's consultant Kendall
Peterson.
Ms. Peterson explained that public art provided civic pride and a sense of place for civic
buildings. She indicated that the CHVAC's recommendation was for Council to budget
1% of the construction costs of the new City Hall for public art, or $40,000. She noted
that 1% was a common amount for public art around the country and this would be a
one-time budget item for the City.
Councilor Blum asked how much the seated figures sculpture in Ms. Peterson's
presentation cost.
Ms. Peterson replied that all four figures cost about $25,000. She noted that the artist
created seated figures in marble as shown on the presentation, and in stone which was
more affordable. She explained that another of the CHVAC's recommendations was to
form an Art Selection Panel specific to this project, consisting of Council members,
CHVAC members, and residents, for a total of seven to nine people. She added that the
CHVAC recommended keeping Charlo at its current location. She indicated that the Art
Selection Panel would determine the criteria on which to select art, evaluate possible
locations, form the selection process and determine the timing of art installation in
relation to completion of the building. She presented examples of abstract and
representational art from local artists to Council.
Councilor Weil asked if $40,000 would be for one installation or multiple installations.
Ms. Peterson replied that the funds could be divided between an outdoor sculpture and
artwork for indoors. She added that $40,000 was a reasonable amount for one
significant piece.
Councilor Blum asked when Council needed to decide.
City Manager Thorsen replied that staff was currently working on the 2019 budget and
would be presenting drafts to Council in September and October.
Councilor Blum noted that he would prefer to wait until the final cost of the new City Hall
was known before committing more funds.
Mayor Christman agreed.
Councilor Gallagher noted that the $40,000 would be separate from the CHVAC's
annual budget of $20,000.
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Mayor Christman indicated that she was not comfortable budgeting $40,000 right now,
but was comfortable with creating the Art Selection Panel.
City Manager Thorsen suggested that the 2019 budget could be amended next year
once the new City Hall was completed and final costs were known.
Councilor Brown noted that the CHVAC needed to know the budget before moving
forward with any selection process. She suggested waiting to form the Panel until the
budget was known.
Ms. Peterson agreed that a selection process would not be productive without a budget
and would not be fair to the artists.
Councilor Blum asked about the timing of the selection process.
Ms. Peterson replied that if the Panel chose an existing work then it could take as little
as two weeks from selection to installation, but if the Panel solicited a commissioned
piece then the process would likely take several months involving a call for entries, artist
site visits, final proposals and selection. She noted that a commissioned piece would
likely be more interesting and site specific.
Mayor Christman indicated that her preference was to finish construction of the new City
Hall first, then go through the art selection process. She noted that she believed this
would maximize the value of the art from both a budget and site perspective.
Councilor Gallagher agreed.
Councilor Brown asked if the Art Selection Panel should begin now.
Ms. Peterson replied that formation of the Panel could begin in November or December.
Mayor Christman noted that she was fine with the 1% budget but wanted to see the final
building costs first.
Councilor Brown added that Council was not saying that they wouldn't do something
with public art for the new building but the budget was unknown at this point.
Councilor Blum added that the budget would be known at some point and Council could
move forward with the selection panel.
Ms. Peterson noted that adding electricity for future art before the site was landscaped
could help reduce costs.
City Manager Thorsen replied that electricity was planned for that area.
Councilor Brown thanked Ms. Peterson and noted that she was an amazing addition to
the CHVAC and had taken the CHVAC's ideas and cooperation and moved them
forward.
Ms. Peterson replied that it was a great pleasure to work with the CHVAC.
Resolution 19. Series 2018; Concerning the Appointment of a New Member to the
Parks. Trails and Recreation Commission
City Clerk Gillespie explained that at the April 17, 2018 Council meeting Councilors
Mike Gallagher and Katy Brown agreed to conduct interviews and make
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recommendations for appointments to the Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission
(PTRC). In June staff was notified by PTRC member Elisabeth (Liesje) Johnson of her
plans to move out of the City and her necessary resignation from the PTRC. At the June
19, 2018 Council meeting Council agreed that Councilors Mike Gallagher and Katy
Brown should make a recommendation to fill that vacancy from the pool of existing
applicants without the need for further solicitation of applicants by staff. Councilors
Gallagher and Brown recommended appointment of Stephanie Dahl., District 5 to the
PTRC to complete Ms. Johnson's term. Based on past Council discussions regarding
Council's desire for staggered terms, staff suggested that instead of appointing Ms.
Dahl to complete Ms. Johnson's term ending in 2020 that the term end in 2021, which
would further stagger terms on PTRC.
Mayor Christman asked if the staggered terms had been discussed with the PTRC
Chair.
City Clerk Gillespie replied they had not.
Councilor Brown noted that unlike the City's other Boards and Commissions, the City
Code specifically called for representation on PTRC from each of the Districts when
possible. She noted that Ms. Dahl was a wonderful candidate and very well qualified but
it was also beneficial that she would be representing a District not currently represented
on PTRC.
Councilor Gallagher moved, seconded by Councilor Weil to approve Resolution 19,
Series 2018; concern ing the appointment of a new member to the Parks, Trails and
Recreation Commission to a term ending on the third Tuesday in May, 2021.
The motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Proclamation 1. Series 2018; In Honor of Senator McCain
Mayor Christman noted that two Councilors had independently contacted her about this
proclamation, one an ardent democrat and the other an ardent republican, which spoke
to Senator McCain and to the nonpartisan nature of the City.
City Clerk Gillespie explained that at the direction of Mayor Pro Tern Hoellen and
Councilor Blum, staff added to tonight's agenda Proclamation 1, Series 2018 in honor of
Senator John McCain. Senator McCain passed away on August 25, 2018.
City Manager Thorsen thanked Mayor Pro Tern Hoellen for his work in writing the
proclamation.
Councilor Blum agreed that it was well written and agreed on the nonpartisan nature of
the Council.
Mayor Christman .asked that the proclamation be read into the record.
Councilor Blum read the proclamation: A Proclamation of the City Council of the City of
Cherry Hills Village in honor of Senator John McCain. Whereas, John Sydney McCain
Ill served his Country with honor, courage, and integrity for over 60 years, first in the
Navy, then as a Congressman and Senator from Arizona, and also as a two-time
contender for the Presidency; and whereas, as an example of his courage and integrity,
when offered early release from captivity during the Vietnam war he honorably refused
release before those captured before him because it was a violation of the military code
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of conduct: and whereas, as an example of his commitment to peace and respect for
the dignity of all people, even though he was held and tortured as a prisoner in Vietnam,
as Senator he led the way to the Country's reconciliation with Vietnam; and whereas,
even though he was a fierce partisan and infighter, he was always willing to "work
across the aisle" to achieve a result that was in the best interest of the Country as a
whole, even if it meant loss of position and power within his own Party; and whereas,
like those who try to make a difference, inevitably he would make mistakes, but unlike
most politicians was never afraid to admit them. Now, therefore, the City Council of the
City of Cherry Hills Village mourns the loss of a great public servant and honors him for
his significant contributions to the United States and his shining example of courage,
integrity, and "straight talk" that should be an inspiration to every American.
Councilor Blum moved, seconded by Councilor Weil to approve Proclamation 1, Series
2018; in honor of Senator John McCain.
The motion passed unanimously.

REPORTS
Mayor's Report
Mayor Christman reported that she and Councilor Brown had met with several citizens
about safety and thanked the Police Department for providing information to give to
citizens. She suggested that it would be nice for the community to have the holiday
event this year, despite the construction.
City Manager Thorsen noted that funds were available in the budget for a holiday event.

Members of City Council
None.

Members of City Boards and Commissions
Councilor Weil had no report.
Councilor Gallagher had no report.
Councilor Brown had no report.
Councilor Blum reported that they were awaiting final numbers from the Glenmoor
Homeowners Association in order to move forward with the traffic light at Belleview.
City Manager Thorsen noted that staff anticipated the new traffic signal to have a
positive effect on nearby neighborhood entrances off of Belleview, such as Cherry Hills
Farm, because of the breaks in traffic it would create.
Mayor Christman noted that this project had taken ten years and thanked Councilor
Blum and City Manager Thorsen for their work.

City Manager & Staff
City Manager Thorsen reported that work on the new City Hall was progressing. He
noted that the ground would be paved later this week.
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Chief Tovrea reported that Police Clerk Paul McCarthy was back to work after fainting
and hitting his head last week. She explained that Officer Cory Sack had his fourth and
final surgery last Thursday and was on the mend. She noted that he was feeling well
and would be starting physical therapy. She indicated that his GoFundMe site was up to
almost $60,000 through the generosity of the community, family and friends. She
reported that the investigation was moving forward and she was confident that an arrest
would be made.
Councilor Brown asked if Officer Sack would make a full recovery.
Chief Tovrea replied that he was expected to make a full recovery in about nine months
and was excited to come back to work.
Councilor Gallagher asked Chief Tovrea to explain the Department's procedure of
staying with the officer in the hospital.
Chief Tovrea explained that all the members of the Police Department took turns to
provide 24 hour guard at the hospital and also attended to any needs of the family,
including chores at their home.
City Manager Thorsen indicated that Chief Tovrea was an outstanding chief and the
community and staff were very fortunate to have her.
City Attorney
City Attorney Michow had no report.
EXECUTIVE SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT

Councilor Brown moved, seconded by Councilor Gallagher to move into Executive
Session pursuant to CRS 24-6-402(4)(b) for purposes of receiving legal advice
regarding Maven Properties v. Cherry Hills Village and to immediately adjourn
thereafter.
The following votes were recorded:
Weil
Gallagher
Brown
Blum

yes
yes
yes
yes

Vote on the Executive Session: 4 ayes. 0 nays. The motion carried.
The Executive Session began at 7:29 p.m.
The meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m.
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