RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Minutes of the
Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission of the
City of City of Cherry Hills Village, Colorado
Held on Thursday, May 9, 2019 at 5:30 p.m.
at the City Center

PARKS, TRAILS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
Chair Robert Eber called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Chair Robert Eber, Vice-Chair Fred Wolfe, Commissioners Joshua DiCarlo, Peter
Sutherland, Kate Murphy, Aron Grodinsky, Stephanie Dahl. Also present were Emily
Black, Parks and Recreation Coordinator and Pamela Broyles, Administrative Assistant.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The PTRC conducted the Pledge of Allegiance.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION PERIOD
There was no audience participation.
CONSENT AGENDA
Commissioner Aron Grodinsky moved, seconded by Commissioner Stephanie Dahi to
approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:
1.

Approval of Minutes

—

April II, 2019

The motion passed unanimously.
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA
None
TRIBUTE TO COMMISSIONER JOSHUA DICARLO
The Commission recognized Commissioner DiCarlo for his service on the Parks, Trails
and Recreation Commission for the past six years. Commissioner DiCarlo will not be
seeking another term on the Commission.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. Quincy Farm Ongoing Projects
Parks and Recreation Coordinator Emily Black updated the Commission on Quincy Farm
projects based on PTRC’s request to receive regular updates. Ms. Black noted that she
will include the Quincy Farm projects spreadsheet at each meeting so both groups are on
the same page. She reviewed the projects on the spreadsheet.
Ms. Black reported that she sent the revised Public Access Plan for the Nature Trail to the
Quincy Farm Committee for their review. She informed the Commission that Colorado
Open Lands requested a list of operational questions before they will approve access to
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the Farm. Staffs goal is to send the revised plan to Colorado Open Lands once the
Quincy Farm Committee has reviewed it.
Ms. Black reported that the City received the report back from the engineer on the dam
investigation for the Quincy Farm pond. The report was on the structure of the dam and
making sure that it is safe. She was happy to report that the dam is structurally sound.
Vice-Chair Wolfe asked if there was any discussion on cleaning all the dead wood out of
the pond.
Ms. Black responded that this will be considered when the pond is dredged in the future.
Commissioner Grodinsky noted that it appears many of the projects on the spreadsheet
are at or near completion. He asked what the next steps are.
Ms. Black responded that once the Quincy Farm Committee knows what is allowed and
not allowed on the Farm, the next project is the Master Plan. The Committee has
expressed interest in working with a consultant to complete the Master Plan. Ms. Black
added that the Committee put together a draft scope of work and the goal is to put it out
to bid this summer and to move forward with a consultant.
Commissioner Sutherland asked for clarification on City Council’s intent to open the
Farm seven days a week from dawn to dusk.
Ms. Black clarified that City Council’s initial recommendation was that the Farm would
open on March 1s1 and would be open seven days a week from dawn to dusk for a fourmonth trial period. During that time, staff would give a regular report to City Council on
how the Farm is being used, the approximate number of users, etc.
Ms. Black pointed out that once Colorado Open Lands gives final approval to open the
Farm, it will take the City a couple of weeks to install signs on the property. She
expressed that the City is taking measures to protect the two tenants by forming clear
boundaries on the property.
Chair Eber asked if the wildlife cameras that were installed on the Farm could be
repurposed for safety purposes.
Ms. Black responded that the City has three game cameras on the property, two on the
pond and one in the pasture. Ms. Black stated that the purpose of the game cameras is to
photograph wildlife on the Farm and there are no plans to use the cameras in other
capacities. She clarified that the cameras were installed by Wildlife Protection Solutions
specifically for the use of capturing wildlife and not people.
Chair Eber asked if the water to fill the pond comes from an allotment out of the High
Line Canal.
Ms. Black affirmed that the water only comes from the High Line Canal when it is
running, which is very infrequent. She said the main source of water comes from the
well that is on the property.
Chair Eber asked if the plan is to continue to use the well to fill the pond.
Ms. Black responded yes, and that this discussion will be part of the negotiation with
Denver Water.

Parks & Trails Commission
05/09/19

-2-

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

b. Trail Signing Project Update
Vice-Chair Wolfe updated the Commission on the Trail Signing Project. He is working
on where each sign needs to be located and what each sign needs to say. He believes it is
important to include “miles/time” on the signs. Mr. Wolfe mentioned that there are some
signposts in the right location, but the signs need to be turned so they can be seen by trail
users from each direction.
Chair Eber asked for clarification on what the trail signs will be promoting.
Vice-Chair Wolfe explained that the goal is to put signs up that make it easier for people
to navigate the trail system. He said he believes the Trail Signing Project will gradually
grow with time.
Ms. Black added that the initial focus will be to direct people to City Parks, Quincy Farm
and the High Line Canal.
Vice-Chair Wolfe expressed that it is important to direct people to Woodie Hollow Park.
Commissioner DiCarlo asked if the gap in the Village Trail loop to Woodie Hollow Park
is continuous where it crosses University Boulevard.
Vice-Chair Wolfe explained that there is no paint on University Boulevard to indicate
there is a trail, but the bridle trail crosses University and continues on the other side. He
said this is the best route to get to Woodie Hollow Park.
Ms. Black agreed that it is important to direct people to Woodie Hollow Park, but she
suggested the map needs to reroute trail users to cross at Quincy and University so people
are not being directed to cross at University where there is no designated crosswalk.
Commissioner Dahi pointed out that from a liability standpoint the City is required to
protect its residents and visitors using the trails. She cautioned that directing people to
cross at an area with no designated crosswalk could expose the City to some liability.
Commissioner DiCarlo suggested that the City could install signs advising trail users to
“Cross at Your Own Risk.”
Commissioner Grodinsky added that the City could state that they recommend crossing at
the crosswalk on Quincy and University.
Chair Eber brought up the idea of a new on-street trail that allows people to cross at
Quincy and University. He suggested routing people through the Cherrymoor
neighborhood west of St. Mary’s Academy to access the trail to Woodie Hollow Park.
Ms. Black confirmed that the City does have an on-street trail that runs along South Vine
Way that leads to Woodie Hollow Park.
Commissioner Murphy remarked that it is still important to put a sign on the bridle trail
that says “Cross at Your Own Risk” to release the City’s liability. She suggested adding
an alternate route on a map.
Ms. Black said she will reach out to the City Attorney for clarification and will report
back to the Commission at the next meeting.
Chair Eber commended Vice-Chair Wolfe for encouraging people to go to different parts
of the City.
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Ms. Black mentioned that she put an ad in the Village Crier about the Village Trail that
included a map of the Trail. She has not received any feedback from the article.

Vice-Chair Wolfe explained that there will also be numbers on the trail signs. He said
Parks Operation Supervisor Jeff Roberts expressed the importance of numbering each
sign for maintenance requests and for emergencies so people can report what post
number they are near.
NEW BUSINESS

Trash Container in Cherry Hills Park
The Commission discussed a trash container along a trail in Cherry Hills Park that is
overflowing with trash and doggie waste bags.
Ms. Broyles explained that Cherry Hills Park HOA contracted with a private property
management company that installed the trash receptacle and is required to maintain it.
She receives complaints from residents every year and makes several calls to the
management company before they will empty the trash can and clean the site. The City
is working to replace the trash receptacle with one of its own so it can be maintained by
City staff
Maintenance on City Trails
Vice-Chair Wolfe expressed that he would like to see a fulitime maintenance person
designated to trail maintenance. He said he has been asked by trail users if some of the
trails that collect water and create mud and trenches could be regraded.
Commissioner Murphy suggested that since the Village Trail is being added to the trail
system, it would be a wonderful project for groups such as Cub Scouts to clean sections
of the trail.
Ms. Black noted that the City has an “Adopt-a-Trail” program in place, but it has never
been used. Ms. Black perceived that the reason is because the City trails are well
maintained and there is not enough trash to make it worthwhile for a group. She
suggested that groups could adopt a section of trail for a longer term that would be
maintained on a weekly or monthly basis.
REPORTS
a. PTRC Chair Report

Chair Eber reported that the bid opening date for the John Meade Park and Alan Hutto
Commons Project is scheduled for May 23k’ at 1:00 p.m. at City Hall. He stressed that
this project will be a priority for the Commission this summer and fall. He reminded the
Commission that the Cherry Hills Land Preserve has a grant program in place and a
volunteer list that could be utilized for the Park.
Chair Eber emphasized the importance of documenting and photographing the Park
before, during and after construction. There will be drastic changes to the look of the
Park and the community deserves to know what they are spending $2.4 million dollars
on. He encouraged the Commission to be proactive and involved throughout the process.
He welcomed any ideas from the Commission and suggested a ribbon cutting ceremony
when construction begins.
Chair Eber asked for an update on the Arapahoe County Open Space Grant for John
Meade Park.
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1st•
She
Ms. Black responded that the City will not have results on the grant until August
explained to the Commission that part of the grant application process includes
documenting the Park. She has taken numerous photos of every angle of John Meade
Park and Alan Hutto Commons that can be used as before pictures. She mentioned that
the City also has water quality samples on both ponds.

Chair Eber brought up the Cherry Hills Village Elementary School graduation. He said
that early in the planning of Alan Hutto Commons this was the type of event that the Park
would serve. He mentioned that that the new Parks Commissioner Tory Leviton is a
musician and has great enthusiasm for starting a community concert series.
Chair Eber announced that the Cherry Hills Land Preserve will host the Trail Passport
Program this year. The Land Preserve is also working on scheduling other events in City
Parks. He mentioned that there is now a beehive at Quincy Farm through a contract with
the Butterfly Pavilion.
Chair Eber shared that he attended the Cherry Hills Land Preserve Spring Speaker Series
last month. The speaker was Justice Greg Hobbs who is a water law expert. The talk
was about protecting urban spaces and about water rights. There was also a stormwater
expert and Harriet LaMair spoke about the potential use of the High Line Canal for urban
drainage.
b. Commission Members Report

Commissioner DiCarlo expressed concern with the amount of garbage in the High Line
Canal just before you cross University.
Ms. Broyles explained that the City is aware of the trash and has been in contact with
Denver Water on numerous occasions to clean the area. The High Line Canal is in
Denver Water’s jurisdiction.
Ms. Black added that Denver Water is currently working on removing debris from the
High Line as they will be running water in the Canal soon.
Vice-Chair Wolfe asked if it is possible to negotiate with Denver Water to pay the City to
maintain the City’s stretch of the High Line Canal. He is concerned that they do not
make maintenance a priority and they are not receptive to requests from Cherry Hills
Village.
The Commission discussed Denver Watefs maintenance responsibilities on the High
Line Canal. The Commission is concerned with the debris that is building up in the
Canal and the trash that is rarely picked up.
Ms. Black responded that maintenance on the High Line Canal is a long-term discussion
between the High Line Canal Conservancy and Denver Water. With a vision of the
Canal being a linear park there are questions on whether Denver Water will continue to
maintain it or whether there will be an agreement with other jurisdictions. She said the
process is still in the early stages of determining who will govern the High Line Canal in
the future.
Mr. Eber asked about the status of the underpass.
Ms. Black responded that Denver anticipates putting the underpass project out to bid in
September. The construction timeline has not been finalized, but she anticipates early
2020 for installation of the underpass. She said the City will work closely with Denver’s
engineers to coordinate the trail connection project with construction of the underpass.
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Commissioner Sutherland asked if PTRC should make a recommendation to add a
budgetary item to address maintenance issues on City trails.
Ms. Black explained that it is not necessarily a budget issue, but an issue with finding
staff. She reported that the City did add another staff person this year to the Parks
Department and there will be six seasonal employees that the City did not have last year.
Commissioner Sutherland brought up the idea of contracting out for additional help. He
asked if there is an opportunity for a budget item to approve an expense to hire an outside
contractor to help staff.
Ms. Black said she will discuss options with Jay Goldie and will report back to the
Commission.
Chair Eber remarked that there are several issues that the Commission has discussed with
a desire to have more maintenance. He said it is important to consider whether these
issues rise to the point of problems versus desires. He said it appears the Commission
would like to have trail maintenance prioritized a little higher on the list.
Ms. Black cautioned that the City does not want to get into a position where it is taking
on maintenance issues that are the financial responsibility of another entity, in the case of
the High Line Canal.
Commissioner Dahi suggested that the Commission could consider ways to encourage
Denver Water to maintain the Canal on a more regular basis instead of only when they
run water.
Ms. Black suggested posting requests on Denver Water’s website and working with the
High Line Canal Conservancy on communicating complaints.
c. Staff Report
(1)

June

13th

Meeting

13thi
meeting will specifically invite
Ms. Black infonned that Commission that the June
the public to hear about the Code Modernization Process that the City is currently going
through. The process is to streamline the City Code so it is more user friendly. The
meeting will start at 5:30 with a half hour of mingling and information will be posted for
people to look at. A presentation by the consultant will follow. Ms. Black said that this
will be a good opportunity for PTRC to make comments.

Ms. Black noted that there will also be an election for a new Chair and Vice Chair for
PTRC as both positions are term limited to 24 consecutive months. She announced that
City Council appointed Tory Leviton to the Commission and he will be at the June
meeting.
(ii)

Really Sculpture by Wayne Salge

Ms. Black reported that approval of the Really sculpture by Wayne Salge will go before
Council on May 21S1• The Art Commission chose the location where the Sundown
sculpture was previously located along Quincy.
(iii)

High Line Canal Working Group Task Team

Ms. Black reported that she will email the Commission a draft copy of the Signing and
Way Finding Plan from the High Line Canal Conservancy.
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(iv)

Upcoming Events in City Parks and Trails

Ms. Black informed the Commission that the Cherry Hills Village Elementary School
21st
or 22nd She
will have its second-grade graduation in John Meade Park on May
shared that a small running group hosted a 6K on City trails. The run started in John
Meade Park and went around Kent Denver.
(v)

City Council Study Session

—

July

16th

Ms. Black reported that the next PTRC study session with City Council is scheduled for
July 61h, but this date is tentative and may get moved.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m. The next PTRC meeting is scheduled for June 13th
at 5:30 p.m.

Emily B4ck
Parks and Recreation Coordinator

Pamela Broyles
Administrative Assistant
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